THE HISTORY OF KATHIAWAD

The Mers have always been most loyal to the Jethwas of
Porbandar, whose armies in former days were largely
composed of them.

The Rabaris are said by bards to have come to Sau-
rashtra from Hastinapur (Delhi) and settled in the North
of the province. They afterwards went into the Barda
Hills, and as they were formerly known as " Barbars,"
it is possible the hilly jungle country was named after
them. They subsequently became split up, and one
section became known as "Babriyas," who gave the
name Babriawad to the district they inhabited. Like
the Mers, they also claim kinship with the Jethwas through
intermarriage. We gather from bardic legends they were
a very wild people, who shared with the Bhils the un-
enviable appellation " Devils."

At the time of the destruction of Walabhi all these
peoples formed the bulk of the population of Saurashtra;
and we see that the North was still practically uninhabited,
while the Jethwas ruled in the West and the Chaoras
predominated in the South and South-East of the penin-
sula. But more important than either became the
Chudasamas of Wamansthali, a town eight miles from
Junagadh, now known as Wanthali. Of the early history
of this family we have few records, but we know they
originally came from Sind. After the fall of Walabhi
the Governor of Wamansthali became independent, and
his descendants ruled in Wamansthali after him until the
latter part of the ninth century, when Wala Ram was
Raja. Wala Ram had no sons, and the question arose
as to who should succeed him after his death. It
happened that among the Hindu tribes which had migrated
Southward before the encroachments of the Mahomedans
was that of the Samas, who settled at Saminagar
(now Nagar Thatha), in Sind. Wala Ram's sister had
been married to the chief of the Sama tribe, and her son,
Ra Chuda, was selected to follow his uncle at Warnans-
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